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Abstract

Satire, a pervasive and pivotal element in Persian literature, has consistently
served as a potent instrument for poets and writers to engage in social cri-
tigue and articulate profound perspectives. As a distinct form of humor, sat-
ire deliberately avoids direct expression, operating instead within the realm
of implication and connotative meaning. This characteristic imparts a se-
mantic depth beyond the literal surface, transforming satire into an inge-
nious form of linguistic deflection or distortion, primarily aimed at engaging
the reader's intellect and directing attention to the underlying critical in-
tent. Lexically, satire is associated with concepts such as derision, innuendo,
and mockery. However, in literary terminology, it denotes a text (prose or
verse) that critically and often ironically depicts moral failings, human fol-
lies, or societal deficiencies and corruption through an indirect, often mock-
ing manner. As an internal and artistic phenomenon, satire often arises from
the conflict between individual ideals and the constraints of social realities,
particularly when the artist experiences a sense of oppression. The funda-
mental goal of satire is the artistic magnification and foregrounding of the
negative and undesirable aspects of social flaws and incongruities. Through
an astute and incisive lens, satire effectively and powerfully exposes hidden
meanings and behaviors that contradict moral, humanistic, and religious
values, often veiled within the social fabric. Satire functions as a powerful
tool for social criticism and reform. By highlighting the defects and distor-
tions within social structures, norms, and behaviors, it cultivates a deep
awareness and concern in the audience, thereby paving the way for poten-
tial improvement and transformation. Consequently, satire is widely recog-
nized as one of the most effective and at times indispensable methods of
social commentary. Beyond verbal and linguistic humor, situational satire is
a highly utilized and capacious genre in artistic works. This type of satire
relies less on humorous words or phrases, focusing instead on visual repre-
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sentation, implication, and conceptual imagery. In situational satire, the cre-
ator intelligently presents challenging scenarios, events, and behavioral pat-
terns, allowing the audience to establish comparisons, juxtapositions, and
correlations between contradictory or incongruous elements within the
work, thereby grasping the irony or absurdity of the situation. To construct
such humorous scenarios, the author systematically applies conventional
techniques, including: 1) Exaggeration of physical appearance, professional
roles, and comic character types; 2) Creation of an incompatible network of
relationships among characters; 3) Behavioral mismatch with the charac-
ter's age, personality, or social standing; 4) Ironic modification of plot ele-
ments (e.g., exposition, rising action, suspense, climax, resolution); 5) Cre-
ation of situational humor within the plot through digression, sub-plots
becoming main issues, sudden twists, repetition of situations, inverted val-
ues, logical sequence of illogical events, and non-sequitur cause-and-effect;
6) Use of humorous techniques in character actions and conduct (e.g., exag-
gerated movements, behavioral surprise, situational incongruity, repeated
behaviors, actions motivated by exaggerated fear, shame, or tension); and
7) Utilization of a humorous or extraordinary setting (time and place) that is
inconsistent with the characters. Gholamhossein Saedi, recognized as one
of Iran's foremost playwrights, instigated a profound transformation in the
nation's dramatic literature, a legacy that remains evident in contemporary
works. He was a polymath artist, leaving behind brilliant and enduring con-
tributions in both fiction and drama. One of Saedi's most effective expres-
sive tools was the skillful use of satire to reflect and expose the societal ug-
liness and shortcomings of his time, with the ultimate goal of awakening
public conscience and facilitating social reform. Saedi was deeply aggrieved
by the government's stringent censorship policies, viewing them as a seri-
ous obstacle to artistic creation. It was in the face of such a restrictive cultur-
al and political environment that Saedi was compelled to turn to satire as a
method of veiled, protestive expression. Saedi’s play, The Zaviyeh, not only
stands as a notable work in his dramatic repertoire but also provides a deep
ground for exploring and critiquing the cultural, political, and social contra-
dictions of its era. This work, the second play published in the collection
Dikteh and Zaviyeh, unfolds in an entirely symbolic and metaphorical set-
ting. The central theme revolves around the futility and meaninglessness of
human efforts to achieve effective mutual understanding and communica-
tion, an endeavor that ultimately leads to greater isolation. The stage itself
is a metaphor: a corner or confined space enclosed by barbed wire between
two streets. This restricted area becomes a gathering point for characters,
each representing a specific social stratum—from the intellectual philoso-
pher with glasses to the aggressively represented old woman and figures
such as the mustachioed man, the commoner, the poet, and the journalist.
These individuals convene in this severely limited environment to express
their views, yet instead of constructive dialogue, they merely compete to
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seize the platform and impose their perspectives. The result of this rivalry is
nothing but fruitless wrangling, mutual accusation, insult, and a series of
blatant contradictions that underscore the absurdity of their pursuit for
shared understanding. This research focuses on an in-depth analysis of the
humorous situations in Dikteh and Zaviyeh and on the various methods the
author employed to elicit laughter. The primary theoretical framework for
this analysis is the Superiority Theory, a key perspective that traces the root
of many humorous moments to the audience's subconscious sense of tri-
umph or mastery. Addressing the causality of laughter in response to hu-
mor, this theory posits that the pleasure derived from a sense of superiority
is the main impetus for laughter. According to this view, laughter originates
from a sudden feeling of superiority triggered by an immediate mental com-
parison. This comparison can occur between the self (as the knowledgeable
observer) and the play’s characters (in a state of lowliness, awkwardness, or
folly), or even a comparison with the self in a past, less capable state. The
spectator or reader of satire laughs when they momentarily perceive them-
selves as more informed, wiser, or more dominant than the character being
mocked. In essence, the perception of humor is a process heavily depen-
dent on personal judgment and the audience’s perspective. This feeling of
superiority can emerge in comparison to equals or subordinates, or, para-
doxically, even in confrontation with figures of authority or superiors. In the
face of others' weakness, stupidity, or confusion, our laughter serves as a
confirmation of our own intellectual dominance. This laughter is generally
accompanied by pleasure, though it may contain traces of pity or compas-
sion. Conversely, the Superiority Theory explains why a joke about powerful
individuals can induce laughter: by laughing, we symbolically and subcon-
sciously triumph over those who hold power or dominance over us, feeling
superior, at least for a fleeting moment. In this context, laughter serves as
an immediate reaction that provides both emotional release and a fleeting
sense of dominance. Furthermore, satire can be a tool for collective revenge
and the symbolic humiliation of a despised individual or group; the deeper
the hatred, the greater the pleasure derived from their humiliation through
satire. In summary, laughter arises from observing the foolishness, mistakes,
and awkwardness of others, and even a trivial incident can activate this grat-
ifying sense of superiority. This study focuses specifically on analyzing the
techniques and methods Saedi used to create situational satire in The Zavi-
yeh. Saedi, with his remarkable insight, uses these humorous situations to
subtly yet powerfully critique and reveal the social iniquities and deficien-
cies of his time. A key research question is, "How can these satirical situa-
tions be interpreted as serving the characters' objectives from the perspec-
tive of the Superiority Theory?" The answer is profoundly linked to the core
narrative: all characters are relentlessly striving to prove their superiority to
others and secure a position or opportunity to speak. This insatiable compe-
tition for higher status and self-aggrandizement is the main driving force
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behind most of the play's situational satire techniques. This struggle for
dominance transforms the play's scenes into moments of truly comical situ-
ation comedy. However, it must be acknowledged that this laughter is bitter,
dark humor—a satire that, beneath the resulting amusement, delivers deep
and incisive social criticisms to the audience. Subsequently, the research
explored the precise methods Saedi employed to generate this situational
satire. Analysis of the play’s extracted data revealed that Saedi effectively
utilized a broad spectrum of established situational satire techniques. In
terms of frequency, the techniques are ranked in descending order across
the levels of plot, action, characterization, and finally, setting. Moreover, at
a micro-level, the most functional sub-techniques in creating this atmo-
sphere included verbal conflicts, the complex network of relationships
among characters, dramatic suspense, digression or the mainstreaming of a
subsidiary issue, behaviors inconsistent with the character's role and situa-
tion, and actions stemming from tension and nervous pressure.

Keywords: Satire, Situational Satire, Gholamhossein Saedi, Zavieh, Superi-
ority Theory
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