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Abstract

This article examines the application of Bertolt Brecht’s distancing (Verfre-
mdung) techniques in Abbas Kiarostami’s First Case, Second Case, focusing
on how these strategies shape the film’s formal and narrative structure
during the Kanoon era of his cinema. Through a descriptive-analytical quali-
tative approach based on Brechtian theory, the study analyzes key elements
such as the film’s episodic structure, hybrid docufiction genre, and the vis-
ible presence of the filmmaker, clapperboard, and projector—arguing that
Kiarostami transforms the cinematic apparatus into an integral part of the
narrative. By embedding these distancing strategies in both form and sto-
rytelling, the film destabilizes the boundary between documentary and fic-
tion, urging the viewer to interrogate the forces shaping their perception of
reality. The article further explores the aesthetic and political implications of
these techniques, especially through the role of the projector, which func-
tions as a Brechtian device that privileges projection over mere recording.
The projector critiques the dominance of official archives and dominant
discourses in shaping collective memory while simultaneously gesturing to-
ward the possibility of forming alternative, individual memories. Thereby,
the film approaches the notion of a counter-archive, resisting hegemonic
historiography. Ultimately, the article contends that First Case, Second Case
rejects a tragic, teleological view of history as a closed sequence of caus-
es and effects. Instead, it adopts a Brechtian lens to view historical events
as open-ended and subject to transformation—where history becomes a
space for rethinking, critique, and change. The film’s Brechtian capacity lies
in its call for reflection and its insistence on history as a mutable process
embedded in both individual agency and collective imagination.

Keywords: Brecht, First Case, Second Case (Ghazieh-e Shekl-e Aval, Ghaz-
ieh-e Shekl-e Douwom), Kiarostami, V-effect, Docufiction
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1. Fixed Frame

2. Robert Bresson

3. Verfremdungseffekt
4. Defamiliarization

5. Estrangement Effect
6. Distantiation

13. Fremd

15. Docufiction
16. Tom Paulus
17. Visibility/non-visibility
18. Einfuhlung
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7. Alienation Effect

8. Distancing Effect

9. Priyom Otstraneniya
10. John Willett

11. Alienation Effect
12. Stran
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19. Mockumentary
20. Pseudo-Documentary
21. Michael Renov
22. Alain Bergala
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23. Godfrey Cheshire
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25. Cinéma vérité
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27. Meta 31. Reflective Documentary
28. Hyperrealism 32. Bringing-forth

29. Non catharsis 33. Anthony Downey

30. Non-mimetic 34. Reload
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