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Abstract

Violence is one of the important concepts throughout the history of hu-
manity, and it has undergone changes and developments in its definitions
and classifications. Slavoj Zizek is an important theorist in philosophy, soci-
ety, and art. In his book Violence: Six Sideways Reflections, he introduced
violence in five groups, including subjective, objective, systemic, symbolic,
divine, and mythic violence. From ZiZek’s view, violence has formed the cur-
rent research’s theoretical foundations. Considering the importance of cine-
ma as an art that reflects society, the case studies analyzed in this research
are two films, The Salesman (2016) and Drown (2020). Also, considering
the popularity of cinema and the mutual influence of this art and society,
it is important to analyze how something like violence is reflected in prom-
inent movies. This article demonstrates that both films depict all five types
of violence, focusing on women and raising the issue of rape. Subjective
violence in Drown is more intense and goes up to the scene of murder. Both
films depict objective violence shaped by patriarchal influences. The way
of showing systemic violence is different, and it is applied in The Salesman
under the influence of cultural norms and in Drown through the influence
of the hierarchy of criminal groups. The manifestations of symbolic violence
are the most similar. In both films, the concepts of jealousy and honor in-
fluence it and lead to the condemnation of rape victims. Divine violence in
both films leads to the agency of the main male character in executing the
punishment, and the mythic violence in Drown forms the entirety of the
film’s narrative.
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