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Abstract

This study analyzes the cinematic apparatus as a surveillance technology and
examines its role in shaping, reproducing, and critiquing power relations in
modern societies. Drawing inspiration from Michel Foucault’s theories, par-
ticularly the concept of the “panopticon,” and employing a deconstructive
methodology, the research reveals the surveillance nature of cinema’s clas-
sic aesthetic structure by investigating the positioning of the camera, editing
techniques, viewer-screen relationships, and producer-audience dynamics.
The findings indicate that cinema has been aligned with modern surveillance
paradigms from its inception, transforming surveillance from a threatening
phenomenon into a consumerist experience by offering visual enjoyment
and fulfilling the audience’s voyeuristic desires. Conversely, a self-aware form
of cinema, referred to as “surveillance cinema,” critiques various dimensions
of surveillance in modern societies by utilizing cinema’s inherent surveillance
structure. The study demonstrates an interactive relationship between cine-
ma and modern surveillance technologies, where cinematic language has in-
spired the design of surveillance technologies, while, advancements in these
technologies have, in turn, influenced the development of new genres and
the complex representation of surveillance in cinema. The presented analy-
ses not only elucidate the connection between cinema and surveillance but
also underscore the significance of widespread cinematic experiences among
the masses in normalizing and accepting surveillance in modern societies.
On the other hand, the potential of cinema to critique and expose the social,
psychological, and political consequences of surveillance is also addressed.
Finally, the study suggests a future research focus on analyzing how Iranian
cinema portrays prevalent surveillance within its social context.
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1. Michel Foucault 2. Discipline and Punish .M

4. Thousand Eyes of Dr. Mabuse 5. Fritz Lang 6. Blow-Up

7. Michelangelo Antonioni 8. The Conversation 9. Francis Ford Coppola
10. Lost Highway 11. David Lynch 12. Truman Show

13. Peter Weir 14. Cache 15. Michael Haneke

16. Bourne Legacy 17. Tony Gilroy

18. Electronic Eye: The Rise of Surveillance Society 19. Surveillance Cinema
20. Window shopping: cinema and the postmodern 21. omnipresent

22. Self-monitoring
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24. Big Data 25. Machine Learning 26. David Lyon

27. Elia Zureik
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29. Surveillance-oriented 30. Lumieres 31. Employees leaving the Lumiere factory
32. Cinema of attractions 33. Tom Gunning
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37. Edweard Muybridge 38. Point of view 39. Close-up

40. Long shot 41. Pan 42, Tilt

43. Move-in 44. Walter Benjamin

45. Work of art at the age of mechanical reporoduction 46. Spontaneously

E?L@Jmu”u;:.ﬂmms;mn ol b bl Al ey u))wdzwél—jwlﬁqéaﬁwwijbi.@m IR g5 oYY
&;LBE.AJQLKA\ ‘uf.b)joajr»&wtj?wfbm@bub;f U}TJW)AJJW&)})Q.\;LQJ:“JNASMJJWEQMJL}ZA
.Ross, 1998 :« J?SCP) 340 LJ:" 23 i Sledb| Sy .LSda 4 25 ) G Olos s 3 a8
48. Voyeuristic 49. Laura Mulvey 50. Theodor Adorno
51. Sigfried Kracuer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ 148 ¢35 (5 24 o3 ol edis O sletw 3i3las oS ek 3l e saalis ol O
films_featuring_surveillance

53. Enemy Of the State 54. Tony Scott 55. National Security Agency
56. Minority Report 57. Thomas Levin 58. reality shows
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