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Narges Salehi' Ahmad Shakeri?

Received: 10 August 2024, Accepted: 28 August 2024

Abstract

The city as a social term, plays a significant role in shaping the culture, his-
tory, and identity of its inhabitants. Due to this function, it has the potential
to become the subject of cinematic and literary works. In cinematic works,
the city is either considered a historical element, with efforts made to pres-
ent a narrative of its historical past, or as a cultural element, where the
city takes on a human-like essence, becoming central to the narrative and
sometimes even one of the story narrators. In the present study, the narra-
tion of the city in the film “Tehran Tehran”, directed by Dariush Mehrjui and
Mehdi Karampour, is examined from the perspective of imagology. In the
film, Tehran is first introduced to the audience from a historical perspective,
portraying its historical life and positioning it as the historical “Self” to re-
flect the past historical identity for its elderly audience and to remind them
of Tehran’s memories. In the second part of the narrative, the city of Tehran
is considered the core of the narrative, viewed as the “Other” for a group
of young people who are in contrast with the previous generation. In this
scenario, the city becomes the main narrator of the events and issues faced
by the younger generation.
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